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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWRN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Cornwall Apartments present an inviting, slightly

flamboyant appearance, in an area of sober domestic structures

on Capitol Hill. Its ornament of varied balconies, mouldings
and balustrades bespeak a new cosmopolitan spirit and a certain
galety In architectural conceit that was unknown to Denver in 1900,
The bullding, in its original and excellently preserved coniition,
is Mexican Colonial in style, consisting of Tull tasement, three

gtories of 21 dwelllng units, and a roof garden.

The masonry srtucture is of pressed brick; the walls 18" thick.
The brick walls are painted in pink with white trim on cornlces and
balecony btrackets. A string course and decorative mouldings below.
the cornice are in a Moorish strap-work deslgn:

The structure comprises a central core and: three corner towvers
containing entriea. Recessed baye between:-the square towers proviie
baleonles supported by decorated columns wlith palmetto capltals..
Balconles carried on heavilg scrolled brackets appear on the corner
towers. Window openings are arched or peiimented. The orlginal
wrought iron gates and rallings of good workmanship protect the
entries.
Originally a ball room was located on the roof in the north

tower, the other towers containing "summer gardens", all connected
"»y promenaies lined by palms and flowering plants"”. The present
owner has placed a pent house apartment in the former btall room.
A delightful garden room for use by tenants has teen putinto the
southeast tower, and the promenales heve teen restored.

According to reccords malntalned In the YWestern Hlistory
Department, Denver Fublic Library the owner of the Cornwall Apartments
W.T. Cornwall, was 1ssued a bullding permit for constructlon of the
apartment on March 27, 1901. Cost $40,000. On June 23, 1901 it was
announced that the apartment was to be completed on Fovember 1, 1501
at cost of 375,000. The apartment was described in the Roeky Mountain
News ae "The hafisomest structure on the Hil1l".
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The architect of the Cornwall Apartments, Walter Rice,
wag the deslegner . of many early apartment buildings "in the Spanish
style". Rice was pre-emlnently an enzineer and inventor. He was
chlef Englneer for Corn Products Company, Chicago, Illinois before
starting-the practice of architecture in Denver. He contributed to
the procesa.of extracting corn syrup. (Careo) bty steam. pressure.

He planned -the entire  structural, ‘mechanical and electrical engineering
for hie bulldings which 1s demonstrated in the unusually heavy cons-
truction of the Cormwall structure. A secondary interest was his

work on carburetor lmprovements to obtaln lncreases in milease for
early automoblles.

walter Rice travelled in Mexico and Guatemela
before 1900 and his Interest in Mexican colonial builiings is
evident in the design and ornamentation of the Cornwall. He designed
a numter of churrigueresgue ornaments which were produced in guantity
for subsequent bulldinga. It is notable that the Cornwall was
probably the earliest tuilding in Denver to reflect a Spanish-derived
architectural style. Earlier structures echoed north European and
Vietorian influences In the city. Twenty-five yeara after Rlce's
experiment with the Cornwall, Denver architects recormenied that
the "Spanish style" conformed most harmoniously to the climate-
and topography of the Colorado plain and urged its adoption in
Denver bulldings,

The owner of the Cornwall Apartments, W.T.Cornwall,
came to Denver from Chlo and was an executive of the Denver Fire Clay
Company and a developer of real estate. Mr, and Mrs. Cornwall maie
thelr home in the apartment which was mown as the residence of
soclally prominent eitizens. Mr. Bolliver F. Gillis, founder of
the FPerk Floral Company, an art collector, connolseur and a man
of urbane tastes, made his home here for 30 yeara. On October 22,
1902 an event of soclal notoriety took place in the ball room of
the Cornwall; Mrs. Cornwall entertained local soclety in honor of

Carrie Chapman Catt, the historic aivocate of the rights of women
in U. 5. politics.

Frederick 'R. Ross, head of the Litrary Commission,
was manager ofthe Cornwall from the time of its opening. After the
death of Mrs. Cornwall ownershlp passed to Cyrus Hackstaff and to
Mr. and Mre. Gary Wright in 1975. Mr. dright 1s restoring the
Cornwall to lta orlginal stylishnees as a fine residence on
Capitol Hill.
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